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When someone in the family falls sick, all normal routines and arrangements are affected. And then, the 

deeper problems that lay hidden under the momentum of routine lie exposed and revealed. The same applies to 

an epidemic. The term currently used is ‘pandemic’ because it covers the whole world, but one cannot forget that 

even a universal illness manifests itself in regionally specific, local ways, exposing the problems to which societies 

had become accustomed. In our case, the pandemic has revealed the limits of our wherewithal to look after the 

collective needs of children during a calamity. A child in the family has a radically different status from that 

accorded to children as a collective entity in our country. The pandemic has revealed that society and state 

institutions prefer to ignore the conditions under which the family copes with the demands of childhood. 

 

Peripheral concern 

Children’s education and health are two major domains in which welfare policies of the modern state are 

expected to support and enhance the family’s role. In both these domains, the policy framework reflects a 

minimalist stance, both in terms of financial investment and institutional strength. In policies as well as in their 

execution, there is considerable diversity and disparity among the States. The overall picture suggests that 

childhood is of peripheral concern. Gains made in this context have proved difficult to sustain. 

 

The pandemic’s deep effect 

When the Right to Education (RTE) Act was promulgated over a decade ago, it seemed like a 

breakthrough. This perception was grounded in the structures and procedures created under the Sarva Shiksha 

Abhiyan during the decade preceding the RTE. These structures were not perfect, but they marked a new 

beginning in the direction of local autonomy and devolution of power. These fragile structures required nurturing 

on a long-term basis. Neglect and decay set in quite soon in regions where the system was weak to begin with, and 

then came COVID-19. Several recent surveys show that the pandemic has left the entire system ravaged. Even 

something as basic as a meal for the youngest age group ceased. Teaching switched wholesale to the online mode, 

leaving it to the family to cope with the demands hidden in this medium. A flat discourse pervaded the ethos, 

offering few choices or clues to enhance them. 

India was unique in the fact that even the very youngest age group was covered by online teaching. With 

the reopening of schools, the outcomes of prolonged exposure to digital devices in confined spaces have started to 

be revealed and documented. The vast majority of children from lower socio-economic backgrounds could not 

access online teaching for reasons totally beyond their control. And among those who did have access to online 

lessons, rates of comprehension and progress were quite low. 

Studies show that academic losses are compounded by emotional problems. A survey carried out by the 

Vipla Foundation has traced the kinds of stress children experienced at home. Exposure to domestic violence, 

prolonged hours in front of TV, especially among boys, and addiction to digital sources of entertainment are 

among the various outcomes of COVID-19 confinement. 

 

A recovery plan 

Systemic recovery will undoubtedly prove arduous. The time required for recovery will depend on 

imagination and resources. A significant beginning has been made in Tamil Nadu. A committee chaired by 

Professor R. Ramanujam has been asked to prepare a three-year recovery plan and a new curriculum. A major 

problem this committee will need to address is the addictive effect of prolonged online teaching. Devices such as 

the smartphone induce small children into a seductive bond that may not be easy to shake off. Restoring children’s 

innate desire to relate to the world physically and socially surrounding them will constitute a major step towards 

educational recovery. This will demand de-addiction from digital instruments. 

The COVID experiment of exclusive dependence on digital machinery has resulted in a radical expansion 

of its market. It has also permitted digital activism to mutate into an ideological doctrine of progress. The 

Ramanujam committee may not find it easy to deal with this doctrine. Its believers and new recruits must be 

persuaded to listen to child psychologists and teachers of young children. Their voices, feeble though they are at 

present, offer the best promise of healing our injured system. 

It was not a strong and resilient system to begin with. Its key functionaries — the teachers — had little say 

in decisions and no autonomy to do their best. Distrust in the teacher cuts across the deep divisions that 

characterise the system. On one side of the divide are government schools of various types, with differential levels 
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of funding but common norms of governance. On the other side are private schools ranging from shoestring 

budget schools to the well-endowed, elite institutions. What sustains this straggling order of institutional outfits is 

the grand national fantasy that even an inadequate system such as India’s can generate a sufficient number of 

good doctors, judges, teachers, engineers, civil servants and so on. 

 

Shifting of children 

No description can capture the differential realities of experience that COVID-19 imposed on this vast 

range of institutions. Nor is there a comprehensive study to tell us how parents belonging to different socio-

economic classes coped with their anxieties. We now know that financial constraints have forced a considerable 

proportion of children studying in private schools to shift to government schools. What this shift implies for the 

children and for the schools they will now attend needs more than speculation. Indeed, the shift itself remains a 

raw reality. In a recent webinar, Professor Shantha Sinha, former head of the National Commission for Protection 

of Child Rights, spoke about the astonishing demand faced by parents who wanted to transfer their children from a 

private to a government school. As many private schools run entirely on the strength of the fees they collect, they 

had to close down during COVID-19. The digital record of children’s enrolment maintained in some States 

continues to show their names in a private school. Seeking a transfer requires deletion from this record. Prof. 

Sinha said that many private schools in her region demand recovery of the COVID-19 period fee for granting 

deletion of the child’s name. This is just one instance of the hundreds of bitter experiential facts we will need to 

gather from every part of the country in order to prepare a post-COVID-19 recovery plan of any credible and 

practical value. 

 

Insightful report 

For now, the best we can do is to browse through a new United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) report titled “No Teacher, No Class” (https://bit.ly/31HJFKi), and heed its sane 

recommendations. Prepared by a team of scholars at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, this report tells us that 

India is facing a shortfall of at least one million school teachers. The report makes several key recommendations. 

The first is: “Improve the terms of employment of teachers in both public and private schools.” Some of the other 

recommendations are: value the professional autonomy of teachers, build career pathways, and, above all, recruit 

more teachers. If sound, research-based advice is what we need for rebuilding the system, it is available in this 

excellent report. 

  

 momentum (noun) – speed, energy, force, driving 

power, strength, impetus. 

 lie (verb) – be, remain, be kept. 

 universal (adjective) – relating to all people, 

applicable to all; comprehensive, all-inclusive, all-

round, across the board. 

 manifest (verb) – display, exhibit, demonstrate, 

present, indicate, prove, be a sign of. 

 accustom (verb) – adapt, adjust, attune, habituate, 

accommodate. 

 wherewithal (noun) – money, finances, resources, 

funds; means, ability, capability (required to 

accomplish a task or purpose). 

 calamity (noun) – disaster, catastrophe, crisis, 

tragedy. 

 radically (adverb) – completely, thoroughly, 

fundamentally, totally, entirely. 

 accord (verb) – give, grant, present (status). 

 entity (noun) – organization, institution, 

establishment. 

 cope with (verb) – deal with, grapple with, 

handle/manage. 

 peripheral (adjective) – secondary, subsidiary, 

minor, unimportant. 

 domain (noun) – a field, area, sphere of 

activity/knowledge. 

 welfare (noun) – social security, government/state 

benefit, public assistance. 

 framework (noun) – structure, scheme, system. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, display, 

demonstrate, reveal, exhibit. 

 minimalist (adjective) – supporting moderate 

(political) policies. 

 stance (noun) – position, approach, standpoint. 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 

regarding/concerning, in connection with. 

 considerable (adjective) – substantial, appreciable, 

significant. 

 diversity (noun) – the state/condition of having 

many different types of something; variety, 

variation, difference, range. 
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 disparity (noun) – imbalance, inequality, 

unevenness, disproportion. 

 picture (noun) – situation, condition, 

circumstances. 

 context (noun) – circumstances, conditions, 

situation. 

 sustain (verb) – continue, carry on, keep up, 

maintain, bolster up. 

 Right to Education (RTE) Act (noun) – the Right of 

Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act or 

Right to Education Act (RTE) is an Act, of the 

Parliament of India enacted on 4 August 2009 

under Article 21-A in the Constitution of India, 

which provides free and compulsory education of 

all children in the age group of six to fourteen 

years as a Fundamental Right. 

 promulgate (verb) – put into effect, enact, 

implement, enforce. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 breakthrough (noun) – very important/significant 

development or progress. 

 perception (noun) – understanding, discernment, 

recognition/realization; interpretation. 

 ground (verb) – base, establish, form. 

 Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) (noun) – Sarva 

Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is Government of India’s 

flagship programme for achievement of 

Universalization of Elementary Education (UEE) in 

a time bound manner, as mandated by 86th 

amendment to the Constitution of India making 

free and compulsory Education to the Children of 

6-14 years age group, a Fundamental Right. 

Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(MHRD), Government of India (GoI) anchors the 

SSA Programme. The SSA has been operational 

since 2000-2001. With passage of the Right to 

Education (RTE) Act, 2009 changes are 

incorporated into SSA approach, strategy and also 

norms. 

 preceding (adjective) – previous, prior, earlier. 

 autonomy (noun) – independence, freedom (from 

external control/influence). 

 devolution (noun) – decentralization, delegation, 

distribution, pride/morale. 

 fragile (adjective) – easily broken/destroyed, 

weak, risky, unreliable, insecure. 

 nurture (verb) – encourage, promote, stimulate, 

foster, further, advance, boost, strengthen. 

 neglect (noun) – negligence, carelessness, 

heedlessness, lack of concern, laxity, slackness, 

irresponsibility. 

 decay (noun) – deterioration, degeneration, 

debasement, degradation, decline. 

 set in (phrasal verb) – begin, start, arrive, come, 

develop. 

 to begin with (phrase) – at first, originally, to start 

with. 

 ravage (verb) – devastate, ruin, destroy, wreak 

havoc on, damage. 

 cease (verb) – end, halt, stop. 

 wholesale (adverb) – extensively, on a large scale, 

comprehensively, thoroughly. 

 flat (adjective) – emotionless, unfeeling, 

unexcited, unexpressive, expressionless, lifeless, 

spiritless, lacklustre.  

 discourse (noun) – discussion, conversation, 

communication, expression. 

 pervade (verb) – fill, spread through; be present 

throughout. 

 ethos (noun) – morality, attitudes, beliefs, 

principles; spirit, character. 

 prolonged (adjective) – lengthy, extended, 

protracted, unending, unrelenting. 

 exposure (noun) – experience, familiarity, 

acquaintance, awareness. 

 confine (verb) – limit, restrict. 

 comprehension (noun) – understanding, ability to 

understand, grasp, cognition, knowledge. 

 compound (verb) – intensify, increase, exacerbate, 

heighten, aggravate, worsen. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 

implement, execute, bring about. 

 Vipla Foundation (noun) – formerly known as Save 

The Children India (STCI) up until April, 2021; a 

non-profit organization that envisions India as a 

Child Friendly Nation. It is committed to 

preventing exploitation and all other forms of 

discrimination against children and vulnerable 

women and has been working towards 

empowering them to lead a life of dignity, self-

respect and independence. 

 confinement (noun) – captivity, detention, 

restraint. 

 arduous (adjective) – difficult, taxing, onerous, 

laborious, back-breaking. 

 chair (verb) – preside over, moderate, conduct. 

 curriculum (noun) – syllabus, course of studies, 

subjects. (curricula is the plural form of the 

curriculum). 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 

sort out. 

 induce (verb) – produce, bring about, cause. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

4 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (17
th

-FEBRUARY-2022) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 seductive (adjective) – attractive, 

appealing/inviting, provocative. 

 shake off (phrasal verb) – to get rid of something 

bad/unpleasant, recover from, get over, get better 

after (or) get away from (someone), escape, elude, 

dodge. 

 innate (adjective) – natural, inherent, intrinsic. 

 exclusive (adjective) – sole, only, single, especial. 

 machinery (noun) – system, apparatus, structure. 

 result in (phrasal verb) – cause, bring on, bring 

about. 

 radical (adjective) – significant, exceptional; 

drastic, comprehensive, far-reaching, extensive, 

profound. 

 activism (noun) – involvement; campaigning/ 

supporting (to cause political or social change). 

 mutate (verb) – change, evolve, undergo (change). 

 ideological (adjective) – relating to a system of 

ideas (ideology). 

 doctrine (noun) – working principle, rule, directive. 

 persuade (verb) – convince, persuade, coax, 

prevail on. 

 feeble (adjective) – weak, powerless, helpless; 

insubstantial, unsuccessful, ineffective. 

 promise (noun) – potential, ability, capability, 

capacity, potentiality. 

 heal (verb) – restore, mend, improve, recover (of 

healthy condition). 

 resilient (adjective) – adaptable, flexible; strong, 

sturdy. 

 functionary (noun) – official, office-bearer, office-

holder. 

 say (noun) – influence, sway, weight, authority, 

voice. 

 distrust (noun) – mistrust, suspicion, wariness, lack 

of confidence. 

 cut across (phrasal verb) – transcend, go beyond. 

 characterise (verb) – identify, depict, describe. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, rules of 

conduct. 

 governance (noun) – administration. 

 shoestring (noun) – a small/inadequate (budget). 

 on a shoestring budget (phrase) – with a very little 

amount of money to spend. 

 well-endowed (adjective) – well-supported 

financially. 

 elite (noun) – high society people; the group of 

most powerful people in a society. 

 straggling (adjective) – trailing, lagging. 

 outfit (noun) – organization, party, group. 

 fantasy (noun) – An idea with no basis in reality; 

imagination, creativity, daydreaming, invention, 

originality. 

 differential (adjective) – different, dissimilar. 

 comprehensive (adjective) – all-inclusive, broad-

based; allembracing, complete, thorough. 

 belong to (verb) – be associated with, be 

connected to, be linked to. 

 imply (verb) – suggest, signify, say indirectly, 

indicate. 

 speculation (noun) – prediction, guesswork, 

supposition, surmise, notion, opinion/thought. 

 National Commission for Protection of Child 

Rights (NCPCR) (noun) – it is a statutory body 

under the Commissions for Protection of Child 

Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 under the administrative 

control of the Ministry of Women & Child 

Development, Government of India. The 

Commission’s Mandate is to ensure that all Laws, 

Policies, Programmes, and Administrative 

Mechanisms are in consonance with the Child 

Rights perspective as enshrined in the Constitution 

of India and also the UN Convention on the Rights 

of the Child.  

 astonishing (adjective) – staggering, shocking, 

surprising. 

 enrolment (noun) – the act of enrolling/joining at 

an institution (school or college). 

 insightful (adjective) – wise, sensitive, profound, 

thoughtful. 

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) (noun) – UNESCO 

is the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization. It seeks to build peace 

through international cooperation in Education, 

the Sciences and Culture. UNESCO’s programmes 

contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals defined in Agenda 2030, 

adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015. 

 heed (verb) – pay attention to, take notice of, 

listen to, notice. 

 sane (adjective) – sensible/practical, advisable, 

responsible. 

 scholar (noun) – academic, intellectual, learned 

person. 

 shortfall (noun) – deficit, inadequacy, deficiency. 

 above all (phrase) – most importantly, primarily, 

essentially. 

 sound (adjective) – well founded, well grounded, 

valid, reasonable, logical, credible, reliable. 
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